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FGEEIC-N  UITvS  on  APPLES 


IvlAPXBTIIJG  APPISS  III  TES  MTESPI. 3IDS ' •      '  ' 

Rotterdam  might  be  stjoken  of  as  the  gate^aj'-  to  '^Testern  Europe  for 
American  fruits.     The  Netherlands  and  the  Rhineland'  receive  their  supplie-s 
.of.  American  apples  thro'ugh' "Rotterdam^.  .  From  here  they  are  distributed  .as  far 
south  as  the  S'^iss  border. 

.  ',  In. years  of  normal  crops,' .however,  the.  Netherlands  and  Germany  are 
supplied  T:ith- domes  tic 'apples  during  the  fall  m.onths ..' The  demand  for  American 
apples  does  not  sho?r  life  until  these  are  out  of,  the  ■'-vay..    The  time  of  the 
year  that  this  occurs  rrill  vary  from  season  to  season,  depending  u-oon  the  volume 
of  the  Continental  crop,  but  ordinarily  the  markgts.  through  this  sector  T,all 
dem.and  some  American  apples  for  .the  Christm£L.s  .trade ,' starting  about  -the  first 
of  December.    This  year  the  date  Tras  later  than  usual,  on  account  of  the 
enormous  home  cro-o..    After  the" first  of  January  the  real  demand  starts,  la.^ting 
until' the  end  of  the  season,   ,  . 

Some  American  shippers,  thinking  .of  the.  s'a.ti'sfai^tory -Dutch  markets  at. 
the  end  of  the  season,  forget  the  compe.tition  of .  dom.e.stic  apples  and  start 
. consigning  to  these  markets  at  the  same  times  that  are  busiest    in  '  American 
markets.    This  results  in -putti.ng  ap-ole-g  in  a  country,  that  is  already  exporting 
and. ends'  in  disastroiis  prices.    This. of  course  .gives  ..the 'wrong  impression  about 
the  market  and  holds  back  supplies  at  a  season  "v^hen  . they  sho.uld  come 'forth^' 

Classes  of  APnles  Wanted.     -  .    .        •  '  .   .  '       .-  ' 

■Rotterdam  shoT7s- a  much  keener  demand  for  bo.xed  apples  than  for  tLose  in 
barrels,'    The  trade'states  that  very  fe^  barreled  apples  have  been' sold  in- Rotter 
dam.    The  Dutch  people  themselves  do  not  consume'"large '  quant  ities' of  American 
apples  so  that  undoubtedly  the  demand  for  culinary  ap-ol.es  is  supplied  by  home - 
orchards,  Trhereas  there  is  an  outlet  for  fancy  fruit. 

One  possible  explanation  of  vhy  barreled  anpl'es  are  not  taken  through 
this  market' may  be  as  follows:'    Germany  has.  q\iarantine  regulations  against  the 
admission  of  fruit  shorring  evidence  of  disease  or.  inTection,  and  it  is  much 
easier  to  determine  ^-^ith  certainty  as, to  the  liability  of  infection  in  a  box 
package  than  in  a  barrel.,-  In  -the  case  of  the  Dutch  ports  of  entry ,  inspection 
does  not  tal<:e  place  until  the  goods  reach  the  international  bo\mdary.     If  a 
buyer  in  Germany  has 'a  consignment  of  apples  /?:hich  is  refused  entry  after  it 
leaves  the  port  he  is  apt  to  stand  a  great  loss,  .  Consequently  buyers  wuld 
buy  boxes  at  Rotterdam  ^ith  much  greater  freedom  than  they  rrould  barrels. 
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prior  to  the  Christmas  season  this  market  ?7ants  red  apples  as  the  German 
people  ir.ake  much  of  Christmas  and  ^rant  red  fruit  d-oring  the  season,    ^ter  the 
middle  of  Jan-aary.  and  diaring  the  "balance  of  the  'i-inter  Yellow  Nevrtovms  are  in 
favor.    Of  the  red  varieties  the  folio-wing  are  favorites:     Jonathan,  Spitzenburg, 
axd  '.Tinesap.    The  Rome  Beauty  and  Arkansas  Black  also  find  a  market  nhem  in  good 
condition  and  "bright. 

This  market  is  not  so  particular  as  to  sizes  as  the  British  market.  It 
Trill  take  an  ordinary  run  of  sizes  T^roviding  too  many  are  not  125' s  and  larger. 
ApTDles  in  Holland  and  Germany  are  sold  by  the  pound  and  from  I5O  to  200  are 
really  the  favored  sizes.  '  -  '      .--^  .      •  -  -  • 

Transnoortation  an  Important  Factor  "  "      ■  :      •' v 

The  principal  reason  making  E.otterdam  the-  primary  market  for  this  region 
rather  than  such  ports  as  Amsterdam,  Ant^rerp,  Bremen  or  Hamburg' is  transportation. 
The  Holland -American  Line,  vhich  has  its  terminal  docks  and  sheds  at  Rotterdam, 
offers  a  service,  which  coupled  T^ith  good  rail  connect ions">ith  the  interior 
makes  a  transportation  combination  that  has  sent  a  va-s-t  volume  of"  all  kinds  of  . 
shipping  and  trade  through  Rotterdam.  ■  .      ■  a 

The  Panama-Pacific  service  of  the  Eolland-AiSeri'Gan  Line  has  added  great 3^1 
to  its  prestige  in  the  transportation  of  American  apples .  Direct  shipments  ■ 
from  Portland  and  Seattle  in  refrigerator  shi-os"  h^ve  given  sUch  uniform  success  I 
in  landing  the  fruit  in  a  fresh  and  firm  condition  -^ith  packages  practically  .  I 
free  from  "breakage,  as  to  great  popularity  among -the  apple  'ouj^ers  of 'Western^ 
Germany  and  Holland,  These  cargoes  are  eagerly  looked  forT7ard  to  and  realize 
higher  prices  tha.n  apples  shipped  from  London  or  even  direct-  shipments  from  Ne-w 
York,  on  account  of  their  "better  conditions,       ■'■  '  r; 

7ihile  Amsterdam  may  "be  as  popular  as  Rotterdam. 'as  a  primary  market  for : 
Mediterranean  oranges  and  lemons,  and  is  an  important  -oort  market  for.  these    .  - 
fruits,  this  fact  does  not  seem  to  influence  the  apple  trade.  Mediterranean 
steamship  lines  make  Amsterdam  a  port  of  call  and  vith  good  rail  facilities  for 
interior  distrioution,  Amsterdam  can  figure  as  "well  as  Rotterdam- in -.citr  .s  fruit  . 
distri'bution.    Eo-^ever,  rhen  apples  are  "billed  from  He-  York,  or  from  Pacific 
Coast  ports  to  Amsterdam  as  a  destination,  they  are  discharged- at- Rotterdam  and 
are  re-shipped  "by  canal  to  Amsterdam.    By  selling  the  apples  "in  Rotterdam, ..  time, 
handling  and  extra  expense  are  saved  on  all  fruit  not -de'^tined  f or  cons-umiDtign 
in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  ..  .      -  ■  .   -    ' ..  ,     •  ■ 

Methods  of  Auction  Sales  in  Holland. 

The  so-called  "Dutch  System."  of  auctioh  sales"  ife- not.  used  r-ith- our  fruit  • 
in  either  Rotterdam  or  Amsterdam.    The  Dutch  or  Dial,  system  .'of-' auetie.n  sales  is 
a  method  designed  to  save  time  in  selling  small  lots- and  consists.:  in  having  an- 
electric  push-buttom  at  the  seat  of  each  "buyer.    This  .-^.ire .  is  connected  -ith--.. 
electrical  equipment  at  the  front  of  the  room  77here"by  th0  index  hand  on  a  large 
dial,  6  or  S  feet  in  diameter  is  arrested  the  instant  the  buyer  touches  his 
button,  at  the  same  instant  a  light  flashes  on  behind' a  number  on  the  face  of  .the 
dial,  T7hich  is  the  number  of  his'  seat.    The  goods  are.  catalo-;-ued  in  the  usual 
manner  and  as  each  lot  conies  up  for  displa.3-  the  anactioneer  announces  the  lot, 
sets  the  hand  at  "t'-'elve  o'clock"  rhich  is  indicated  on  the  dial  by  a  price  mark 
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considerably  above  the  goine;  market*    The _  dial  index  hand  starts  its  s^Ting  and 
as  it  coes  from  the  high,  price  to  l'o^7  the  .prospect  iW.lj'ujr^rvvratches  as  it 
approaches  the  figure  vhich  he  ,th:inks  he  can  pay  for  the  lot.    VJhen  the  hand 
reaches  that  fig-ure  he  prea^jes;,the  ^"button  and  the  hand 'stops,  indicating  the 
price  .'.paid  and  th-^  .--nT^imber  of  t^e  'buyerV  ;  The  clerk' records  the  sale  as  the 
auctioneer  swings  the  index  hand  T5ack  to'  the'  zebxth  of-  tifie  'dial  and  announces.  . 
another  lot.    Those  that  missed  out  buying  the  first  lot  -rrill  stop  the  hand 
at  a'higher  fig-lore, -on,- the.next.^lot  if  .the  comjnodity  is  scarce  and  the  demand 
"  just  if  ies --them  in. -elevating  t^eir  price'.  .^'^  ..  . 

Little,  if  anj'",  private  selling  is  done  by  the  brokers  in  handling  the 
distribution  of  cargoes;  of,  American  apples  through  Rotterdam.    Auctions  are 
held' at  the  steamship  sheds  .  on  Mondays,  and  Thursda;^Si- 

■■  .  Most  of  the  American.. apples,  arriving  at  Rotterdam  are.  dis'charged  at  the 
quays"  of.  the . Holland-Americp.n  Line- at  Eynhaven,  'and-  are  piled,  in  their,  sheds. 
The  steamship  comoany  does  its  o'-^^n'  stevedoring  and  T)ortering  at-  a  moderate-  cost 
and  in  a  satisfactory  manner.    The  brokers  have  thei-r  dock  men,  or  selectors, 
•^ho"  at  the  time  of  discharging  segre.gate  the  packages  in  separate  piles  as  to 
variety,.'  brand,  size  .and  grade.  ■  I'rom  the  count  -  of  the  various  piles  in  the 
sheds  the.  fruit  is  catalogued  f'or  a'^jctioh  sale' 'in  a* -manner  that  is  .common  , to. 
all  fruit  auction  sales.    Prospective  buyers  then  inspect -the  fruit  in  the..  . 
steamship  sheds,  _   ...       \/\[^     '        '''  '."J 

Buyer's  Association  Selects  Auction  Samples.  •  "  .  ■"' 

The  fruit  buyers  in  Holland  control  •auct.i"-iitri.'?.s,^l-g',gceve6  to  a' greater- . 
degree  than  is  the  case  in  Liverpool,   .The.  Netherlands  Association  of  Fruit 
7fholesalers  has  a  membership  of  about  3^0' buyers'' "'hd- license  the  buyers  "who 
may  sell  .to  them  at -auction.    There  is  .aTiriattiai'- agr^eiiie't'it.'.bet-'.Teen  buyers  and  .• 
auction  brokers  that -the  ones  ^^i  11- only ^ buy  f  torn' and 'the'-' others'  sell  to  each 
other,  ,  -  .     ;  V  ~''  '     '  ■ 

Instead  of  the  brokers  .selecting- the  -samples  •' to" -be  exhibited  at  the 
auction  sales  as  is  done  all  over  G-reat  Britain,  here  the  Association  of 
Buyers  appoints  their  orm  men  to  do 'the  selecting  from  the-  cargoes.     If  t.he; 
broker  is  not  satisfied  that  these  men  have  selected '-representative  samples,  . 
they  -may  select  their  o'rm  samples  and  have  t^o.  sets  displayed  at  'the  sale-. 

G-erman  Buyers  at  the  Closed  Auctions. 

It  has  been  noted  t-hat  only  members  of  the  buyers'  association  can 
buy  at  these  sales.    Buyers  frora  outside  of  Holland  are  not  allcved  to  become 
members  of  this  association.    It  follo'T-s  that  -^hen  -.Vaolesale  buyers  from  cities 
like  Busseldorf  and  Cologne  visit  the  auctions  at  Eotterdeiii  it  is  necessary 
for  them  to  emoloy  one  of  the  regular  members  to  do  their  buying  for  them. 
They  are  charged  a  nominal  fee,  (amounting  to  about  2-1/2  cents  per  box)  for  this 
service. 

Some  of  the  Dutch  brokers  maintain  branch  houses  in  ".Western  Germany  to 
vor^  vjo  trade.    It  is  not  necessary  for  the  German  buyer  to  go  to  Rotterdam 
to  effict  purchases  at  the  sales,  as  they  often  depend  upon  their  Dutch  buyers 
to  insToect  the  fruit  and  take  delivery  for  them. 


nn^t^of  Kandling  and  Selling:  at  Rotterdaa. 

.is  the  steamship.  O-n  their         facilities  there  are  ^  ^^^^^^f 
dnes.     The  exoense  of  keeping  up  the  harbors,  channels,  etc.     is  borne  the 
nrtxonal  goveran^ent  vthich  receives  a  revenue  on  imports  amounting  to  a  duty 

of  5^.  '        .  .  . 

The  steamship  company  makes  a  charge  for  piling  in  ^^^^.^^J^jf  .'f ^^^,^^3 
amounts  to  het^reen  2  cents  and  3  cents  per  l.ox  of  apples,  or  6  cents  to  9  cents 

per  "barrel. 

The  broilers  ma^ce  a  handU...  charge  .hich  'l^^  f^rinotlLtve 

charge  IS  -SOCDUton         f  handled  at  Sotterdam  to  give 

l\f^:    ll  ida«;n  tfthrSove  Charges  the  .rovers  charge  the  shippers 
a  selling  commission  of  6^, 

.he  Butoh  .uyers  are  so  s^ll  that  the  brotars  stale    ^-Jat  there  .as 
•v,-T-;-i-,r  n-e  thpir  maMre  "Durchases  f.o.o,  Amorica.     xi  ^-^^  '^"^ 
:llir.l'\lTJlTZy  lo^  not  -OS  -  ^  ---.^f,:,— fc  Sing 

--Sa:t^ir:j::i:L^;:iet  tL-Sor::::::i  ^ar^n^^t  that  the.  ..g.t 

have  in  inspection. 

sng^estiop  For  r^^Q^^n^ent  of  the  Dutch  Martet^ 
The  great  criticise  of  the  ^^^^  T 

^ting  -t.^^:rs^r:.T^:  rr;oiiorh:-  taSh'^^rsStch  o^tut  senousi.. 

in  a  position  to  have  an  export  ,u  relayed  from  Livernool. 

consequently  i'^has  had    o  depend  f  r  ^^J^^,  ,,,,  they  could 

Southampton  or  London  B^tch  and  Sernian  markets  have  not 

^  liZT^^^  ritcH^Turn-shS  t:::ues  regularly  to  Hotter- 
dam  in  the  proper  season. 


EIlJIiT  SMITH 
Specialist  in  Toreign  Marketing. 


